CONSCIOUSNESS 


Certain studies require people to remember a target letter and then indicate if it is 
present in a subsequent display of letters and/or numbers. What do these studies 
seem to show about automaticity and practice? 

What findings support the idea that consciousness is NOT required for learning? 

Isabelle sees the word "popcorn" flashed very quickly on a movie screen - so quickly, 
in fact, that she is not consciously aware of having seen anything. After this, she is 
likely to: (Will this have any effect at all? Will this cause her to buy popcorn?) 

(5) Eleanor has been playing the piano for a number of years. A cognitive 
psychologist discovers that she can play unfamiliar pieces even while taking 
dictation, with no detriment in performance on either task. The scientist asks 
Eleanor to try this same task, but to play the piano using only three fingers on each 
hand. What is the likely result? 


True or False 

Automatic processes exist outside of our conscious awareness. 
Automatic processes are obligatory; they cannot be "turned off'. 
Automatic processes are faster than controlled processes. 
Consciousness is associated with processing in the left hemisphere. 
Conscious processes are flexible. 

Automatic processes are flexible. 

Conscious processes are necessary for learning. 

Consciousness is dependent on one component of cognition. 
Conscious processes are responsible for implicit recognition. 
Consciousness is linked to coherence. 

Consciousness is restricted from accessing all aspects of processing. 



